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CHLORIDE OP LIME, OR BLEACHING
POWDER.

This useful disinfectant and bleaching agent is very
easily prepared. A quantity of recently-slaked lime
(hydrate of lime) is placed in a suitable vessel, and a
stream of chlorine gas passed through it until the lime
ceases to absorb the gas. A retort is charged with oxide
of manganese, sulphuric acid and salt, or hydrochloric
acid, when chlorine gas becomes freely disengaged. The
gas is passed through water, and conveyed by leaden pipes
to a chamber in which are arranged shelves, having each
a quantity of slaked lime placed upon them. When the
lime has absorbed as much chlorine as it is capable of
doing, it is carefully removed and placed in casks for sale.
During the operation it is usual, when a really good article
is required, to stir the lime frequently so as to expose
fresh surfaces to the action of the gas. It is also usual, in
the manufacture of bleaching powder, to keep the materials
at a rather low temperature, so as to prevent the escape of
the absorbed chlorine.

Chloride of lime is much used as a bleaching agent for
textile fabrics, and also for whitening the materials with
which inferior papers are made. As a disinfectant and
deodoriser, chloride of lime may be considered one of the
most effective agents, if not the most powerful, known.

PHOSPHORUS.

This remarkable substance is manufactured, on the large
scale, from bones. The bones are first calcined, and the
ashes are then reduced to powder by grinding. The bone-